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biographies dealing with emotional and sex problems; in
art; and in social activities. A number of colleges are devel-
oping splendid courses in the broad aspects of family life.
The age at which it is lawful for boys and girls to marry
without their parents' consent varies in different states and
countries. In New York State it is illegal for girls under
sixteen years of age and for boys under eighteen years to
maity without their parents' consent, Because financing of
a family is so difficult, mating has been longer and longer
delayed. Instead of marrying during early adolescence,
young people wait until they are twenty or twenty-three years
of age, on the average. The intellectuals delay marriage
still longer, until they are twenty-seven or thirty years old.
Love and Friendship in Adolescence. — Before the age o£
marriage, however, love affairs are prevalent, reaching a peak
of frequency between sixteen and twenty years of age. Adol-
escent boys occasionally fall in love with women older than
themselves; and girls, with older men. In general, however,
a member of the opposite usex of approximately his own age
is most attractive to the adolescent.
The practice of "petting'* may be an outward evidence of
this adolescent love interest, or it may be an expression of
deprivation of affection at home or a way to popularity. Its
danger lies in the fact that it excites the emotions and the
desire for sexual intercourse. It is an individual problem
and should be handled individually. The recommendation
arrived at by one group of college girls — "practice modera-
tion in petting, not total abstinence" — would appeal as
reasonable to the majority of adolescents.
Strong impulses are not easily diverted. If the stimulus ctf
the opposite sex is absent, the love impulse tends to find
expression in relationships with the same sex. Prolonged
segregation of human beings from early years might lead to
lack of interest or delayed interest in the opposite sex when
opportunity was offered. This is i<i possible danger of segre-
gation of the sexes. In many homes and schools the child's
contacts are almost exclusively with one sex. In the home
the father is away most of the day, and in the school the

